ORANGE TOWNSHIP i
COLUMBIA COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA |

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE DESIGN AND IN-
STALLATION OF DRIVEWAYS OPENING ONTO PUBLIC
ROADS IN ORANGE TOWNSHIP; REQUIRING PERMITS
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND CONNECTION OF DRIVE-+
WAYS, ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR THE ISSU- |
ANCE OF PERMITS AND FEES WITH RESPECT THERE-

TO; AND ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR VIOLA- !
TIONS.

WHEREAS, the Township of Orange has suffered!damage to
roads owned and maintained by the Township as a result| of improp-
er connection of driveways to Township roads due to faulty
drainage; and |

WHEREAS, improper connections have resulted hn hazard-
ous driving conditieons; and

WHEREAS, the proper management, maintenance |nd control
of the public road system of Orange Township requires Fegulation
of the construction, widening, relocation, substantialirepairs
and other work on driveways, to minimize the danger anh damage
created by improper construction of driveways or changbs to

|
existing driveways, and improper connections of driveways to the
g ¥ P ? S

public roads; '

NOW, THEREFORE, be it and it hereby is by tqe Board of

Supervisors of Orange Township enacted and ordained:

SECTION 1. Short Title. This Ordinance shéll be known

as the Orange Township Driveway Ordinance.




SECTION 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Ordinance is

|
to regulate driveway locatlion and construction so as to provide

safe access to all public Township roads as well as subdivision
and other private roads, tg eliminate or reduce problems of storm

water runoff, and to assure sufficient ease of access to off-
street parking. |

SECTION 3. Applicability. This:Ordinance shall apply

to all driveways to be constructed or altered in Orange Township,

and which connect to a road.

SECTION 4. Defibitions. As used in this Ordinance,
the following words, terms and phrases shall have the meanings

indicated hereinafter:

a. "Driveway" shall mean any area of land desig-
nated or to be used as a means of vehicular access from
any road or street to a parcel oﬁ land. The:driveway
shall be measured at its beginning from the center line
of the intersectéd road or street. |

b. "Road" shall mean any road, street, or highway
used for vehicular travel within|0range Town%hip. The
term shall include all public Toﬁnship roads within the
geographical boundaries of Orangp Township, as well as

private roads which provide vehiéular access to lots in
a subdivision or to two or moreiparcels of l?nd.

C. "Agricultural Access Drﬂveway" shall mean any
driveway used primarily for agricultural purposes and

i ‘.
which does not serve as a means of vehicular access to

an occupied structure.
|




d. "Agricultural Purpose" sball mean the planting,
cultivating, fertilizing and harvesting of field crops
or timber. ‘ |

e, "Alteration" shall mean ;ny change in grade or

profile, width, location, course, type of surface
material, or drainage facilitie& of any driveway con-
nected to a road.

f. "Alter" shall mean to dg or perform, or cause

to be done or performed, an alteration.

g. "Person" shall mean a ngtural person or peir=

sons, partnership, corporation, association, or any

other entity.

SECTION 5. Permit. No person #hall hereafter install,
construct, reconstruct, replace, or alter!any driveway, or
perform any work or allow to be performed any work toward same,
without first obtaining a permit therefor |from Orange Township.
Application for such a permit shall be made to the Orange Town-
ship Building Permit Officer or other designated official of the
Township, by submission of an application!to be provided for such
purpose, completed, including plans (as set forth below), and a
permit fee. The fee shall be such as is %et from time to time by

resolution of the Board of Supervisors oijrange Township, and

shall be payable at the time the permit application and plans are

submitted. !

[
SECTION 6. Plans. A plan shall be submitted with each

application for a driveway permit and shaPl set forth the follow-

ing information:




|
a. Site plan of the driveway or proposed driveway

and the intersecting road and adpacent land areas
within a linear distance of 25 feet to each side of the
center line of the driveway at ﬁhe point of intersec-
tion:

b. Adjacent driveways, roa%s, or streets within
100 feet of the center of the pdint of intersection of

the driveway or proposed driveway with the intersecting

road; i
c. Profile of the driveway or proposed driveway
with existing and proposed grading within the area of

the site plan and the 50-foot stretch of road as set

forth in Section 6.a, above; and
d. Any and all additional #nformation which may be
requested on the permit application form or by the

Township engineer, roadmaster, or other official who

reviews the application.

SECTION 7. Review and Issuance of Permit. Once a

permit application, together with the pre$cribed fee and all

required accompanying plans, is submitted to the Township, the

application and plans shall be reviewed b¥ the engineer, road-

master, or other designated official of the Township, who shall

then determine whether the proposed conneEtion, method of con-

struction, alteration, or other work to b

done on the driveway

or proposed driveway is such that it will:

a. Minimize the adverse efrects of storm water

runoff;




b. Protect the intersectingiroad from damage by
the connection or alteration of an existing driveway

|
already connected;

c. Not increase hazardous d?iving conditions for

users of the intersecting road; and

d. Satisfy all of the pertinent standards set
forth in Section 8, below.

If the plans meet all such criteria, then the engineer

or roadmaster or other reviewing official, as the case may be,

shall so advise the Board of Supervisors of Orange Township
whereupon the Board shall issue, or cause to be issued, the

permit,

If the plans are found to be deficient, or, If in the
opinion of the engineer, roadmaster, or other reviewing official,
the plan could be improved to better satisfy the standards set
forth in Section 8, below, and other criteria set forth in this
Ordinance, then the engineer, roadmaster, or other reviewing
official shall notify the permit applicant, in writing, of the
changes to be made, whereupon the applicant shall make such
changes and return the revised plans to the engineer, roadmaster,
or other reviewing official. In such cases the applicant shall
be responsible for the engineering fees incurred by the Township
and shall reimburse the Township for said engineering fees, in
addition to paying the established permit fee, prior to bheing
issued a permit. When the plans are found to be acceptable, the

engineer, roadmaster, or other reviewing official shall =o notify

the applicant and the Board of Supervisors of Orange Township,
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whereupon the latter shall issue, or cause to be issued, a permit

in accordance with the acceptable plans, upon payment by the
applicant of the established permit fee and any engineering fees
required to be paid by the applicant in accordance herewith.

SECTION 8. Standards.

a. All driveways shall contain a straight length of at
least 20 feet, measured from the edge of the intersecting road

and extending into the lot being served.

b. The first 20 feet (closest to the intersecting

road) of any driveway shall have a grade of ten percent or less

above the intersecting road. At all other points on a driveway,

the maximum permissible grade shall be as follows: 20 percent
for driveways (or portions thereof) serving not more than one
single-family residence, and 15 percent for all other driveways
(or portions thereof).

c. Driveways to single-family residences shall inter-
sect roads at angles of not less than 60 degrees, All other
driveways shall intersect roads at right angles, where practical,
and in no case less than 75 degrees.

d. The width of a driveway serving a single~-family

residence within the legal right-of-way of the intersecting road,
and at any point at which it is carried by a bridge or pipe,

shall be a minimum of 12 feet. The minimum width of any such
pipe shall be 15 feet., The minimum width of such a driveway
shall be ten feet at all other points within the parcel of land

being served. Where the Township determines it feasible, a

shared road access for a driveway serving more than one parcel
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will be permissible. A shared driveway must continue as a shared

driveway for a linear distance of at least 25 feet measured from
the nearest edge of the intersecting road cartway. Aadditional
length of a shared driveway may be required and approved by the
Township. Such additional length shall not be permitted, howev-

er, without the express approval of the Township.

f. Driveway entrances into all non-residential single-
use properties shall be not less than 20 feet in width, and shall

not exceed 36 feet in width at the point of intersection with the

road.

g. The edge of any driveway shall be at least 40 feet
distant from the nearest edge of the paved radius of any inter-

section of two roads.

h. The curbs of non-residential driveway entrances
shall be rounded with a minimum radius of 20 feet where they

intersect the road cartway.

i. Clear site triangles shall be provided at all

driveway entrances and shall be shown on the plans. Within such

triangles, no object greater than 2-1/2 feet in height, nor any

tree limbs lower than eight feet, nor any other object which will

obscure the vision of the motorist, shall be permitted. Clear

site triangles shall conform to the sight distance diagram and
chart which are appended hereto, incorporated herein, and made a
part of this Ordinance. Provided that greater distances may be
required in specific circumstances as determined by the engineer,
roadmaster, or other Township official reviewing the plans,

and

in driveways intersecting roads classified as collector or
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|arterial by the Township. Wherever a portion of the line of such
a clear site triangle occurs within any proposed building setback
line, such portion shall be shown on the final plan of the
subdivision or land development plan and shall be considered a
building setback line.

j. Site distances for non-residential driveways, other
than agricultural access driveways, shall adhere to the PennDOT

standards for non-residential driveway access to streets.

kK. The gutter line, where possible, shall be maintain-
ed as a paved gutter. It shall have a maximum depth of four
inches and a minimum width of 24 inches. A pipe may be placed
under the driveway entrances only when approved by the reviewing
Township official or Board of Supervisors. Approval of use of a
pipe will be determined by the gutter depth on each side of the
driveway entrance. Where permitted, the minimum pipe size shall
be determined by the Township roadmaster or Board of Supervisors.
This provision shall not apply to agricultural access driveways.

1. Driveways, other than agricultural access drive-
ways, shall be graded so as to assure that surface water drainage

will be discharged to the owner’s property. In cases where such

is not feasible, sized pipes, inlets, and/or headwalls shall be
installed and gutter improvements shall be made to direct surface
water drainage into the road drainage system, and not onto the
cartway of the intersecting road.

m. Any driveway having a length of 150 feet or more
shall be designed and constructed so that it shall safely carry a

gross vehicle weight of at least 60,000 pounds.

8




SECTION 9. Variances. Where, due to the unusual
topography, grade size, width, or other dimensions of a lot or
the placement of structures thereon, literal compliance with the
terms of this Ordinance would render it physically impossible, or
where such compliance would, by reason of excess cuts or fills,
otherwise render the lot unusable, the Board of Supervisors of
Orange Township shall be authorized, upon application of the
permit applicant in accordance with Township procedures, to grant
reasonable variances from the literal requirements of this
Ordinance. Such variances shall not be contrary to the public
health, safety, or welfare and shall not be contrary to the
spirit and purposes of this Ordinance, nor shall such variance be |
greater than the minimum hecessary to remove or mitigate the
hardship imposed. No variance shall be granted where the hard-
ship was created by the developer or property owner by reason of
the layout of any subdivision, installation, and design of any

road or other cause within the control of the developer or

landowner.

SECTION 10. Violations.

a. Any driveway installation, construction, recon-
struction, replacement or alteration done in violation of any of

the provisions of this Ordinance, or in violation of any approved

plans for which & permit has been issued, or done without a valid
permit, shall be and hereby is declared to be a public nuisance,

and may be removed or corrected by the Township at the expense of

the owner or developer of the property.




b. Any person, partnership, corporation, or other
property owner or developer who paves an existing driveway and
fails to maintain a proper gutter swale, in accordance with the

standards set forth herein, or otherwise creates a blockage to

the flow of storm water within a road drainage system, thereby

causing the storm water to be directed onto the travelled portion

of the road, shall be in violation of this Ordinance.

C. Any such blockage of the proper flow of storm water
within a road drainage system which is caused by the act of any
person, partnership, corporation, or other property owner or

developer is hereby declared a public nuisance, and may be

corrected by the Township at the expense of said property owner

or developer.

d. The installation, construction, reconstruction,

replacement or alteration of any driveway, and the connection of

any driveway to any road within Orange Township, shall conform to
the plans as approved for which a permit has been issued. Any
work done which is not in accordance with the specifications and

conditions of the approved plans for which a permit has been

issued shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance.

SECTION 11. Penalty. Any person who violates any
provision of this Ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof in a
summary proceeding before any court having jurisdiction, be
guilty of a summary offense and be sentenced to pay a fine of not

more than $600 plus costs of prosecution or, upon default in

payment of such fine and costs, be sentenced to imprisonment for

not more than 30 days. All fines collected for the violation of
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this Ordinance shall be paid to the Treasurer of Orange Township

for general Township use.

SECTION 12. Severability. The provisions of thig

Ordinance are severable, and it is hereby declared to be the
intent of the Board of Supervisors of Orange Township that, if
any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be
unconstitutional or unlawful, such holding shall not affect the

validity of any of the remaining provisions of this Ordinance or

of this Ordinance as a whole.

_ SECTION 13. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be
in full force and effect from and after the ggdﬁgL'day of

Ju\@ , 1992.

ENACTED this _J) ‘m('day of :Su}b,{ , 1992.
ATTEST: ORANGE TOWNSHIP:
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2.) Pub. 201 Chapter 201 "1982"
3.) Pa. Code Title 67 Chapter 441 "1982"
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